
Buick Club of America 

General Membership Meeting 

South Bend, Indiana 

July 18, 2013 
 

 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Rick Young at 7:30 PM, EST. 

 

Attending – From the board - Rick Young, Keith Horsfall, Brian Clark, Brian DePouli, Dick 

Sweeney, Jerry Courson, Mark Lob, Kevin Kinney, and Kris Syrdal plus new board members 

Paul Syrdal, Chuck Kerls and Marck Barker.  Others attending – Alan Oldfield, Chief Judge; Bill 

Stoneberg, Chief Financial Officer, Pete Phillips, Bugle Editor, Mike and Nancy Book, BCA 

Office, and approximately 25 other members.   

 

Chief Financial Officer’s Report was presented by Bill Stoneberg.  Copies of Bill’s handouts 

are attached to these minutes, and these handouts detail the sources of income and the allocation 

of expenses.  Bill explained the largest expense is the Bugle and reviewed the other expense 

categories.  There were no questions.   

 

National Office Report was presented by Mike and Nancy Book.  Today, the membership 

stands at 7580.  This number is stable with new memberships and renewal memberships 

balancing non-renewing members.  The renewal rate is up to 92%, which according to Mike is 

very good compared other car clubs they deal with.  We now have 104 e-Bugle only 

memberships.  There are two potential new chapters – one in Florida and one in Memphis.   

 

Apparel is now ordered through the BCA office.  Sales have increased.   

 

Bugle Report was presented by Pete Phillips.  Pete discussed current and upcoming magazines.   

The current Bugle discusses “by the numbers” which covers various systems of body and engine 

numbers used over the years.  Future magazines will discuss 1913 Buicks and Buick trucks.  

 

Pete commented that the BCA is doing well financially, but he is under a pay reduction.  He was 

not contacted until very recently about a proposal to “give back” to the membership with an 

enlarged Bugle.    

 

Chapter/Regional/Division Coordinators Report was not presented.  A written report had 

been submitted, but Hank Reus was not available.  It was noted that Hank is new in the position 

and doing a great job.   

  

Chief Judge Report was presented by Alan Oldfield.  Rick Schick was recognized as chief 

judge of this meet.  Judges’ training was discussed as an ongoing process for new and 

experienced judges, as well as, a program for junior judges.  The two new car classes – 

professional and race cars were recognized.    

 



Driven Class Report was presented by Brian DePouli.  Brian is working with two assistant 

chairmen (Brian Clark and Mike Middleton) to develop suggestions for change in the Driven 

Class.   

 

Buick Heritage Alliance Report was presented on behalf of Jeff  Brashares.   

 

Facebook Report indicates 1,650 people are following the Facebook Page.     

 

 

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

Roster – Mike Book reported the roster will be printed and distributed in late summer or early 

fall.  The delay is caused by the updating of the Bylaws, the Rules and Regulations, and the 

Standard Operating Procedures.   

 

BCA Webmaster – After 17 ½ years, Roberta Vasilow has expressed her desire to resign.  

There was one candidate for the position, but she could not provide a reasonable response time.   

 

Bugle Revisions – It may be possible to return the positive cash flow from the BCA’s operations 

to the membership with a larger Bugle.   

 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

 

Elizabeth Lane – Can the minutes of board of directors meetings be published in the Bugle?   

No – due to cost.  Bugle space is limited, and priority is given to information on cars.  Elizabeth 

further stated that the board does a weak job in communicating.  It was pointed out that all 

minutes (formal meetings and e-mail actions) are published on the BCA web site.  Jerry Courson 

agreed to submit minutes to chapter and regional directors for distribution.  The directors are 

committed to maintaining good communications with the members.   

 

Dave Shipman – Will the BHA have a silent auction?  Yes.   

 

Thomas Cliseita – Why is the BCA not taking a position on the E-15 gasoline issue?  Rick 

Young stated he uses E-15 in all types of vehicles and has had no problems.  Mike and Nancy 

Book stated the Cadillac and Packard clubs are not taking a position, and Mike and Nancy 

further stated, Mr. Cliseita could make his voice heard by contacting his congressman.  Bruce 

Kile point out SEMA is an alternative to taking a position on E-15.   

 

Thomas Lane – Glad to see the financial statements published in the Bugle.  We can provide an 

even better explanation of the BCA operations.   

  



 

Adjournment – Kevin Kinney made a motion to adjourn, and the motion was seconded by Dick 

Sweeney.  All directors voted in favor of the motion.  The meeting ended at 8:40 P.M. EST.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

 

Jerry L. Courson 


